THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God. that I will send a famine 
in the lund, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of heariny 
the words of the Lord: And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from | 
the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of | 
the Lord, and shall not find it."—Amos 8: 11, 12. 
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WHY THE CHURCH MOVED WEST. 


THE Lamoni l/erald, organ of the “Reorganized” or “Josephite” church, 
has returned to its sophistical method of attacking the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, by trying to misrepresent the utterances of 
its leaders. 

It is well known to the Saints who are familiar with the history of the 
Church, that the Prophet Joseph Smith contemplated the colonization of | 
a spot in the Rocky Mountains, where he and his people would be secure | 
from’ their persecutors, that he predicted the Saints would become a great 
people in this region, that he selected a company to go on an exploring | 
expedition from Nauvoo to inspect the country, and that when he started | 

| 
| 


from that city to come West to escape from his enemies, he intended to 
proceed to the place where he had foretold that his people would build 
settlements and flourish. He returned, on the persuasion of his friends () 
and met his martyrdom. 

When President Brigham Young, with the Twelve, decided to move the 
exiled Church to this then unknown region, it was primarily in con- 
sequence of the intention of the Prophet Joseph, who first pointed the | 
way. He was also inspired of God to lead the Saints across the plains and 
mountains, deserts and streams, to carry out that which the Prophet had 
designed. Indeed, that great pioneer and leader lived and aimed, al] the 
time, to make practical and real the purposes that burned in the bosom 
and brain of the Seer of the nineteenth century. 

The Lamont Herald quotes the following from Roberts’ “Succession in 
the Presidency,” page 102: 
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“Under date of August 6th, 1842, Joseph writes in his history: “I pro- 
phesied that the Saints would continue to suffer much affliction, and 
would be driven to the Rocky Mountains, many would apostatize, others 
would be put to death by our persecutors, or lose their lives in consequence 
of exposure or disease, and some of you will live to go and assist in making 
settlements and build cities, and see them become a mighty people in the 
midst of the Rocky Mountains.” 

Doubt is then cast on the citation on these pleas: First, that no refer- 
ence is there made “to any publication or manuscript where this state- 
ment can be found.” Second, that Elder Anson Call claims to have heard 
the prophecy, and gives the time and place as Montrose, Iowa, July 14, 
1843. Third, that “Church Chronology” states that a company was 
selected on February 21, 1844, to explore Oregon and California, and select 
a site for a new city for the Saints. Fourth, that President George Q. 
Cannon, on February 18, 1900, delivered a discourse in which he spoke of 
the condition of affairs when President Young declared what was the 
Lord’s will concerning the movement of the Saints to the West, and their 
starting out “without a clear conception in their minds where the journey 
would terminate.” From all this the Herald draws these very sage (wild 
sage) conclusions: 

“Then Joseph Smith did not prophesy that the Saints would be driven 
to the Rocky Mountains; he did not describe those valleys as Elder Anson 
Call affirms; there was no company selected in his time “to explore 
Oregon and California, and select a site for the new city for the Saints.” 

If the writer of the remarkably logical attempt in the Herald to cast 
discredit on well-known history, will take the trouble to verify the state- 
ments which he tries to make disagree, he will find them (except the 
remarks of President George Q. Cannon) in the History of Joseph Smith 
in the Millennial Star, originally published in the Deseret News. The 
manuscript from which the printing was done is preserved in the office of 
the Church Historian. So far as to the reference. 

Now as to the testimony of Anson Cal]. Because that gentleman, whose 
veracity no one who knew him will attempt to impeach, heard Joseph 
Smith speak of the future of the Saints in the Rocky Mountains, in 1843, 
therefore the Prophet did not utter the same, or a similar prediction, in 
1842! Wonderful reasoning, is it not? On the same rule, because the 
Savior uttered to the Nephites, after His resurrection, similar prophecies 
and teachings that He spoke to the Jews in Palestine, before his death, 
then neither of the statements of history is true! How would that sort 
of logic answer as to any kind of corroboration in testimony? 

Next, because Joseph Smith prophesied on August 6, 1842, and again on 
July 14, 1843, that the Saints would build settlements and cities in the 
Rocky Mountains, then “there was no company selected in his time to 
explore Oregon and California to select a site for a new city for the 
Saints!” Such ratiocination is delicious. But there is more of the same 
sorb. 

President Cannon’s description of the condition of the people when 
President Young, after vain appeals had been made to the Governors of 
the different States for an asylum for the driven Saints, declared to them 
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the will of the Lord that they should go to this western country, where 
they could dwell in peace, therefore, it is argued, 

“If Mr, Cannon is right, all the claims made regarding Joseph Smith 
peaaie this Western Exodus and ans the work to be done in the 

ky Mountains, is false. Joseph Smith knew nothing about it.” 

We need quote no more. It is shameful to thus seek to mislead the 
readers of the Saints’ Herald. Weare sorry to see such wretched attempts 
to throw dust and doubt over truths of history. The Prophet Joseph 
repeatedly touched on this topic, as we will take further opportunity to 
show when we have space for necessary references, but we will say now, 
that each of the statements cited by the Herald is true, and that they are 
all harmonious. They are corroborations, not contradictions. The effort 
to show that “thus does the foundation slip from under these would-be 
leaders,” is a miserable failure, and the purpose of it is unworthy of any 
one claiming to be a follower of the martyred Prophet Joseph Smith.— 
Deseret News. 


CITY OF THE SUN GOD. 


Ruins To BE Founp 1n AstaTic TURKEY—MARVELS IN MASONRY. 


Baat, BEK;, the city of the sun god, lies at the foot of Anti-Lebanon. In 
order to reach it you must ride many miles over bare, brown plain, across 
ridges hoary with olive and green with mulberry, between massive hills 
streaked like the zebra. Suddenly out of the silent fields spring mighty 
walls and pillars—giants who lift their heads into the amber sky. The 
sight of these superhuman columns, beside which the tallest trees look 
like blades of grass, fills one with amazement. It is not alone their size 
and strength and beauty that inspire wonder, but their very existence in 
such a solitude far from the track of mankind. We of the nineteenth 
century—meek dependents on rail and steam—are so in the habit of 
associating cities with modern means of communication that we are 
astonished at the presence of massive ruins in the heart of a valley remote 
from river and sea. 

As we draw near our wonder grows, for out of the thick grove, whose 
dark branches sweep and moan like a troubled sea around the foot of 
imperishable cliffs, there rise new walls and new columns, massive, ornate, 
stately even in their heaped confusion. This is the temple of the sun—a 
relic of pagan worship that has looked unmoved on the birth and death of 
dynasties and faiths. Led as by some enchantment, we pass through the 
grove, whose dark avenues, overgrown with weeds, have echoed with the 
shrieks of victims of Baal, lord of the heavens. There, in the shadow of 
that poplar, may have stood the molten image, the human figure with a bull’s 
head and outstretched arms, from which children dropped into the fiery 
lap. “They caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire.” 
“They made themselves molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, 
and worshiped all the hosts of heaven, and served Baal.” Itis not easy to 
associate these bloody rites with such splendor of design and colossal 
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workmanship; yet it is beyond dispute that these walls have seen the wor- 
ship of Baal, that here incense has been consumed in his honor, that his 
priests, clothed in rich vestments, have trodden these paths, that here 
mothers have looked on dry-eyed at the sacrifice of their children, while 
the screams of the burning victims were deadened with flute and drum. 
Six columns, graceful and gigantic, carrying a broken frieze—six 
columns each 75 feet high and 74 feet in dianseter—are al] that remain 
standing of this marvel of paganism. The grove, whose tall poplars look 
like grass growing out of fissures in the fallen walls, is silent. “There is 
n>? voice, nor any that answereth.” We leave the ghostly shade, and 
walking down a quiet country lane, reach the gate that leads into the 
temple. A Turkish guard admits us, and in a moment we are plunged 
into the gloom of a vast vault-like passage. The flickering glare of torches 
reveals the huge blocks of stone that shut out air and sky. Emerging 
from these vaults we arrive at the Acropolis and wander in growing 
amazement among the ruinous heaps of stone, so monstrous in size, so per- 
fect in shape, so rich in carving as almost to raise doubts of their human 
origin. It is not that the ruins are of great extent. Those of Karnak— 
familiar to every tourist in Egypt—and at Palmyra cover a wider area. 
Their strength, the massive simplicity of their proportions, and the 
elaborate beauty of their ornaments are things that move wonder and 
admiration, and make every modern palace and cathedral dwindle into the 
insignificance of a paltry and ephemeral structure. The west wall con- 
tains stones each from 62 to 64 feet long, 13 feet thick, and as many broad. 
What Titans hewed and placed these enormous blocks that oppress us with 
the insignificance uf the Church of St. Peter at Rome, and the meanness 
of the Coliseum? What genius conceived, and what cunning hands 
wrought the elaborate tracery and embroidery of frieze and capital, and 
sculptured architrave? Wherever your steps lead you—through the space 
of the Acropolis, in the Temple of Jupiter, or in the Temple of the Sun— 
the same marvels of masonry appear, the same delicate embroidery of 
stone, the same giants of hewn rock. And the color! The deep orange 


stain on wall and pillar “reflects the sunsets of a thousand years.”— London 
Standard. 


THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS. 


THE average layman knows but little about Cardinals. When he thinks 
of them, he has vague visions of proud priests in purple vestments and 
red hats. If he is a theater-goer, he may connect them in his mind with 
stage villains ordering hapless J ewesses to be boiled as heretics. He knows, 
of course, in a dim way, that next to the Pontiff (Vicar of Christ Jesus, 
Bishop of Rome, Successor to the Prince of the Apostles, Patriarch of the 
Occident, and so on), the Cardinals stand highest in the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. Perhaps he has heard, or read, that they elect the Popes. Be- 
yond that he knowslittle. And yet, at moments like the present, Cardinals 
are worth studying. The choice of the supreme spiritual ruler of two hun- 
dred willion souls is surely of vast interest tothe world. On the decision of 
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the Cardinals who will before long be called to the next Conclave, may 
hang the destiny of races, kings and nations. One of those Cardinals will 
be anointed Pope; speaking thenceforth as one inspired of faith and 
morals; equal, in matters temporal, to Czars and Emperors; himself by 
the consent of foes and friends, both Pope and King. 

What are the Cardinals? Who invented them? What do their titles 
mean? Students have dug deep into church histories without finding 
authoritative answers to these questions. The word “cardinal” was 
probably derived from the Latin cardo—signifying “a hinge.” Pope 
Anacletus, who lived at the beginning of the second century, applied the 
term to his own church, referring to it as the “hinge” of all the churches. 
So far, however, as can be gathered, it was not until the pontificate of the 
First Damasus, in the fourth century, that the title came into general use. 
A charter, carefully preserved in a church at Arezzo, has the following 
endorsement :—“I, John, Cardinal Deacon of the Holy Roman Church, on 
behalf of Pope Damasus do praise and confirm the grant.” 

In the archives of Santa Maria in Trastevere, the solemn and beautiful 
old fane of which our own Cardinal Gibbons is titular curate (or, in 
Protestant phraseology, incumbent), are parchments dating back as far as 
_ the fifth century which make frequent mention of “Cardinals.” But, until 
comparatively modern times, the title was not used in the sense now 
attached to it, and seems merely to have designated priests or deacons 
“cardinis”—i.e., of the church. A thousand or so years ago, a Cardinal was 
only a cleric who had been appointed 'o some church. Later, the title 
was given to clerics assigned to certain important churches or cathedrals. 
As recently as the time of the beneficent Gregory, who once entertained 
an angel, Cardinals, as Cardinals, were regarded as the inferiors of Bishops. 
That was in the days when the election of the Poprs was left to the 
Emperors, or to the clergy and the people. When the Cardinals were 
invested exclusively with the electoral] privilege, naturally and logically 
they took precedence of al] other Catholic dignitaries—saving and except- 
ing only the Pope. et, individually, they have not necessarily more 
actual power than Bishop3. Collectively in their corporate character, as 
the Sacred College, they have great prerogatives, helping the Pope to rule 
the Catholic Church, and during the vacancy of the Apostolic See supply- 
ing his place till they have appointed his successor And even during a 
pontifical interregnum their power is bounded by the traditional “sede 
vacante, nihil innovetur.” They are not permitted to make changes in 
the laws by which the Church is ruled, and, having acquitted themselves 
of their duty by electing a Pope from their own body, thereby lose their 
excutive significance. 

For the past three hundred and three years the Sacred College (as the 
College of Cardinals is commonly called) has been restricted to seventy 
members. Before this, at different periods, the number had varied from 
twenty-four to seventy-six. According to some authorities (among them 
Pope Eugene IV.), the Cardinalate was foreshadowed in the seventy 
Ancients of lsrael who assisted Moses in his arduous task of governing 
the chosen race. The Sacred College, as it has been constituted since the 


406 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


day of Pope Sixtus V., is divided into Cardinal-Bishops (the six dignitaries 
assigned to the suburbicary Roman churches of Ostia, Porto, Frascati, 
Sabina, Palestrina and Albano); Cardinal-Priests, of whom there are fifty ; 
and fourteen Cardinal-Deacons. They rank in the order named. Cardinal 
Gibbons belongs to the second of these groups. The distinction between 
the different orders in the College is, however, almost nominal except as 
regards the right to the dignity of Dean (now always enjoyed by the 
titular of Ostia), and certain other prerogatives, chiefly connected with the 
internal economy of the Conclave (the assembly which elects the Pope). 
By a courtesy generally extended abroad, all Cardinals take rank as 
Princes. . . 

Seldom, if ever, of late, has the Sacred College been full. Death has a 
cruel way of emptying the chairs of its members. Since the accession of 
Pope Leo XIIL., just twenty years ago, enough Cardinals have died to fill 
two Colleges. The speculations so recklessly indulged in with regard to 
the chances of this or that papabile’s succeeding to the throne of St. Peter, 
are almost childish in view of the uncertainty as to the composition of the 
coming conclave. Leo XIII. has buried many a supposed papabile, and it 
is quite possible that he will bury many more ere he, too, joins his fore- 
runners.—CHARLES HENRY MELTZER, Cosmopolitan, (U.8.) 


THE REAL STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


It was a cloister fancy of the Dark Ages that “the Star of Bethlehem” 
was some especially created star-like body, probably within our atmosphere, 
designed wholly for the leading of the Wise Men. The law of parsimony 
rejects such explication, and Science, with silent scorn, turns its back upon 
the bauble star for in the glorious depths of heaven are matchless orbs 
which, swinging on their way into mortal ken for awhile, meet all the 
demands of poet and of Prophet for the “Star of the King.” History 
affords us data for determining this wondrous star. When the Magi 
arrived in Jerusalem Herod was within a few weeks of his death. The 
massacre of the babes of Bethlehem was one of the last of his tragic deeds. | 
Herod died in the year of Rome 750. When “Herod inquired diligently 
what time the star appeared” the reply was evidently such that he thought 
it safe to exterminate all baby sons of Bethlehem “from two years old 
and under,” showing that “the star” had been known to the Wise Men 
for at least two years before their arrival in Jerusalem, and whether its 
appearing had marked the conception or the birth of “the King” Herod 
could not decide. Recently discovered tablets at Zidon give the date of 
two enrolments for taxing, made under Cyrenius, Governor of Syria. The 
first of these, during which Christ was born, was made five years before 
the date a.p. 

We have thus to look for some remarkable stellar appearance between 
six and seven years prior to the usually given but universally admitted 
erroneous date of A.D. as we record it, when came our Lord to earth. 
Here one of Kepler’s famous illuminations and discoveries comes forward, 
and is reinforced by records on the ancient and accurate calendars of the 
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Chinese. Kepler, prince of astronomers, and in his peculiar genius last of 
the Magians, led the way in pointing out the astronomic facts of the years 
preceding the birth of the Messiah. In year of Rome 747 the Magian 
astronomers, tossed with the unrest of their day, seeking, as Daniel had 
long before, “by books,” and sharing the expectations which pervaded the 
world at that time, as notably appears in the fourth eclogue of Virgil, were 
scanning the sky for wonders, when “a sign appeared in the heavens”— 
Jupiter, most brilliant of the hosts of night, entered into conjunction with 
Saturn. Slowly the glorious king of the midnight skies advanced to pay 
his greeting to his paler because more distant elder brother. Gradually 
the royal pair approached until their longitude coincided, and between 
them lay an apparent space of two diameters of the moon as she seems 
to us. 

This kingly meeting was in the house of Pisces. There were many Jews 
of the Diaspora in [Persia to tell of the Deliverer promised in their David- 
ian line. With renewed eagerness the Magians watched as the great 
planets swept apart. It was in the beauty of the May time that the blazing 
brothers drew asunder. In July, as won by some potent spell, they retro- 
graded. By the end of September Jupiter reached the climax of his splen- 
dor, being nearest the earth and nearest the sun of all his positions, and 
in fiery magnificence again stood close by Saturn. Slowly the two parted, 
as “enforced to go, but seeming still unready.” Once more the sky-born 
brothers sought each other’s face when winter lay upon the world; and 
thus the year of the city 747, year of astronomic marvels, closed. 

The watching Magians could not doubt that some great event was 
predicted, some king was foreshown in Jewry. Perhaps they discussed a 
journey to the Holy Land; but the way was long and hard, so they tarried 
on their towers until a new spring came to earth and a new wonder 
appeared in heaven. Once more those sleepless watchers of the night saw 
the mystic sign. Jupiter and Saturn again neared each other, while, most 
 strange.and fair, a third planet joined the two and crowned the night witha 
circle of auspicious fire—Mars stood with his elder brothers in conjunction: 
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the celestial message was complete. One, sage, 
king, conqueror, was indicated in Judea. Summoned as bya Divine voice 
by this recurrent wonder, the Magians set forth for Palestine. From the 
Persian heights the journey, taken evidently by way of Chaldea, and then 
westward to the Mediterranean coast, must have occupied fully seven 
months. Up to this point we have heavenly wonders, but not a new star. 

When in 1603 and 1604 a similar conjunction of Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars 
occurred, offering the most brilliant of all the spectacles of the night sky, 
Kepler observed beside the three planets a new star, large, extraordinarily 
brilliant, with a dazzling, changefully colored Jight. Not a meteor, not 
an appearance within our atmosphere, but far off in the siderea]l heavens 
some glorious world, wheeling through its immense orbital track, had 
reached this very point in space where the high brothers of the empyrean 
had come into close council. Lured by the glory of their seeming, the fair 
stranger of the firmament stole near, a noble guest, stayed awhile, and 
added splendor to splendor.—Liprincort’s Macazine (U.8.) 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 1900. 


THERE MUST BE ORDER. 


A DISORDERLY man or woman, 4 disorderly home, a disorderly place of 
business, are each in turn obnoxious to the one whose mental faculties 
have been touched by observation or reflection. 

To see things out of place, or men out of place, is grievous to the extent 
that order is appreciated or understood, and much mental torture may be 
endured by an observer whose interests are in no way affected by the 
conditions. 

But there is a higher and more sensitive condition than this action of 
the mental powers, there is a more thoroughly divine spirit which is an 
added light to the ordinary faculties of man. This comes from above, 
where perfection triumphs, and the more of this spirit the greater the jar 
when, from contact or observation, the undeviating law of order is violated 
or set aside. 

There is order in creation, the handiwork of God. There is no rebellion 
in the starry heavens. There is order in the vegetable kingdom, each 
product knows its appointed time. There is no accident in the coming or 
going of men on the earth, or if there are apparent breaks in these de- 
partments of existence, the presumption is in favor of law, seen or unseen, 
known or unknown, to man whose vision is limited and comprehension 
incomplete. 

In that model system of Truth called the Gospel, the order.is admirable. 
There is no accident, nothing superfluous, nor can the routine of principle 
be changed or yet improved. It is called “the Gospel of God,” it is the 
science of salvation, it is the passport to eternal life. Repentance cannot 
usurp the place of faith, nor the laying on of hands the ordinance of 
baptism. This natural eternal order is outside of human controversy. In 
it divine wisdom and eternal law move on parallel lines, to the discomfiture 
of all merely human pretences and the suspension of all human ideas. 

In the organization of the Church of God there is infinite wisdom 
and incontestable order. The deacon is not an apostle. There are grades 
of duty and grades of power. The limit of each official’s duty is defined, 
authority is placed beyond question. None may usurp a position, none 
are allowed to encroach upon another, all are needed, so says the voice of 
inspiration, so says the great Apostle in that beautiful illustration, that 
analagous organization of the human body: the foot cannot say to the 
hand | am not of the body, nor can the ear say, because I am not the eye 
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I am not of the body, all the members are needed for the perfect man, as 
all the offices are needed for a perfect organization. 

All the gifts and graces of the divine spirit are needed in the formation 
of the perfect man in Christ. There is no superfluous grace or fruit of the 
spirit which is not essential to every man. These in action may vary in 
degree, but every soul must exhibit those characteristics which make “the 
man of God perfect unto every good word and work.” 

Order and unity are the twin manifestations of divine life and of spirit- 
ual growth. A Gospel all faith would be an anomaly, a Church of all 
Apostles would be hydra-headed. A human soul with but one grace 
would not, cannot be the divine ideal, nor answer the divine purpose as to 
itself or man, as to the Gospel or a full salvation. “Be ye perfect even as 
your Father in heaven is perfect.” . 


CuierKks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


DISTINGUISHED Visitors —The changing of the point of embarkation for 
the Elders and Saints brings to Liverpool and to “42” those going from 
widely diversified localities, hence we have been favored, within a few days, 
with the visitation of Elder A. L. Larsen, who for nearly three years has 
been on duty in Asia Minor and the Holy Land. Prior to locating there 
he spent some weeks in Germany, but was called by President Wells to go 
with Elder Maycock to the field just left. 

Elder F. E. Barker, late President of the Australian Mission, who has 
spent some time in travel since his release, visited us fora few days. Egypt, 
Palestine and Europe in its different sections have been his line of route from — 
Greece to Paris, and after doing London, other parts of England have had 
his attention. Doubtless he has stored up material enough for Sabbath 
schools, Mutuals and social conversational life, for many years to come. 

Elder B. G. Thatcher and his interesting wife, who have been nearly 
three years in Europe, have also been among our visitors; the Netherland 
Mission, Rotterdam mainly, had the benefit of their labors, which Mrs. 
Thatcher says were quite enjoyable. She has acquired considerable fluency 
in the Dutch tongue, having to speak in public many times as occasion 
demanded. 

Elder James R. Hart also returns home via Liverpool from Germany 
after eighteen months labor, his health not justifying his remaining. 

Elders Job Hemsley, R. H. Smith, Nels Neilson and a dozen others, 
whose releases have been already chronicled, sailed June 21, in the s.s. 
Vancouver for Boston via Montreal. We wished them all a pleasant trip, 
both by sea and land, and a welcome reception at home for faithful missions 
satisfactorily performed, as they moved from the landing stage toward 
their haven in the West. - 


News.—We are privileged to read a letter from Elder John Tucker, late 
of Tunbridge Wells, but now on his way to the front in South Africa. 
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He writes from the s.s. Sicilian in Cape Town Harbor, and narrates many 
experiences, particularly his associations with and baptism of John Moore, 
who accepted his testimony as to the Gospel, and now testifies himeelf as 
to the truth and calling of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

Another companion has also been found, and they all read the Bible 
and have prayer together in that far off land. It is to be hoped that 
Brother Tucker will continue to b: instrumental in doing good, and that 
he and bis associates may speedily return again in peace. The information 
came per favor of President J. Hindley of the London Conference, to 
whom we return thanks - 


ARRIVALS.—Quite a group of Utahns savived ¥ per the s.s. Campania on 
the 23inst. The party consisted of Hon. David Eccles, ex-Mayor of Ogden, 
and one of that city’s most energetic and prominent business men. Sister 
Eccles and their daughter Vida acc »mpany him, their intention is to make 
a tour including a visit to the Paris Exposition. They left for Glasgow 
to visit their son David, who is in that Conference as a missionary. 

Elder Adam Patterson, of Riverdale, wife and daughter Maud, relatives 
of the well remembered Bishop Sharp, will visit Clackmannan and other 
places known and sacred through their progenitors. 

Sister Smith from north Ogden was of the same party; she came to 
visit friends in England and for other purposes. We hope they will all 
enjoy themselves and return in peace and safety. - 


WE were pleased to hear from Brother H. J. Halton of the safe arrival 
in Boston of the steamship Vew England, on the 15 inst. On board were 
several returning Elders and emigrating Saints besides brother Halton 
and his family. They bad a very pleasant voyage with the common 
exception of sea-sickness. | 


Notice to EmicRants.—Parties booking through this office for Utah 
should pack their luggage in packages of not more than 250 pounds, as 
the railways on the other side will refuse to handle heavier packages. 


TRANSFER.—Elder J.C. Wood has been transfered from the Bristol to 
the Leeds Conference. 


Ln a former issue notice was given of address of the London 
Conference, but through unavoidable conditions the move was not effected, 
so until further notice the address will be 36, Penton Street, Islington, N. 

THE address of the Mecdileter Giiicence house is now 75, Merehall 
Street, Bolton, Lancashire. 


BRISTOL CON FERENCE. 


THE Bristol Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 


Saints, convened in the Lansdown Hall, Lansdown Road, Stroud, June 
24th, 1900. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Among the visitors were Presidents Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. 
Naisbitt of the European Mission; and Elder Lorenzo J. Haddock of the 
Welsh Conference. 

At 10:30 a.m. meeting was called to order by President Horsley. Sing- 
ing “The morning breaks, the shadows flee.” Prayer by Elder Jos. Weston. 
Singing “What was witnessed in the heavens.” 

President Wm. Horsley delivered a brief address of welcome. 

The general authorities of the Church, and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and unanimously sustained. Wm. Horsley 
was sustained as President of the Bristo) Conference, and Irving C. 
Emmett as Clerk, with the Traveling Elders to labor in their respective 
districts as follows: Bristol, Wm. Horsley, John F. Erdman and Irving C. 
Emmett; Bath, Jos. Weston, Jos. E. Helm, Henry T. Bolton and Hyrum 
L. Rigby ; Stroud, Wm. Beazer, John E. Dahle and Jos. Jackson; Chelten- 
ham, George Glover, Jos. E. Moyle and C. Leroy Lewis; Channel Islands, 
T. W. Dimond, Jos. Ward, Elias W. Doney and Franklin E. Seal. 

The following statistical report for the past six months was then read: 
Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 1 ; Seventies, 16. Local Priesthood— 
Elders, 6; Priest, 1; Teachers, 0; Deacons, 7; members, 143; children under 
eight years of age, 13; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries 
from Zion, 124. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 28,840; otherwise, 
3,030. Books distributed—sold, 29; loaned, 220; given away, 252. Stran- 
gers’ houses visited—with first tract, 7,614; by first invitation, 138; by re- 
invitation, 304. Gospel conversations, 1,952. Meetings held—hall, 80; 
cottage, 77; out-door, 18; Sunday school sessions, 32; M. I. A. classes, 41; 
Bible classes, 57; Priesthood meetings, 8. Baptisms—new members, 4. 
Confirmations, 4. Children of members blest, 2. Died, 3. Removed, 11. 
Emigrated—over eight years of age, 1. New subscribers for Star, 3. 

Elder Beazer, late of the Birmingham Conference, spoke for a few 
minutes encouraging the Saints and the Elders to renewed diligence in 
the work of the Lord. 

President Naisbitt occupied the remainder of the forenoon, and spoke 
very interestingly upon the opposition that our elders meet in the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. 

Singing, “How firm a foundation.” Benediction by Elder Lewis. 

2:30 p.m. Singing “High on the mountain top.” Prayer by Elder Elias 
W. Doney. Singing “Lo the mighty God appearing.” 

Elder Jackson spoke for a few minutes on the first principles of the 
Gospel, after which the congregation sang “O my Father.” 

President Lyman occupied the remainder of the afternoon, and spcke 
very forcibly upon the necessity of more revelation. Singing “God moves 
in a mysterious way.” Benediction by Elder Haddock. 

6:30 p.m. Singing “The Spirit of God like a fire is burning.” Prayer 
by Elder Jos. E. Helm. Singing “Inspirer of the ancient seers.” 

Elder L. J. Haddock spoke for a short time. President Naisbitt occupied 
the remainder of the evening, and spoke upon the necessity of baptism. 

Singing “We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.” Benediction by 
President Platte D. Lyman. 
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A Priesthood meeting was held in the England Hall on Monday at 10 
a.m., at which the Elders reported their labors and received some valuable 
instructions. 

In the evening the Elders and Saints met and enjoyed themselves in 
social assembly. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 8. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the progress of the work and enlarged association in 
the town of H——, Brother and Sister Binks and John had a certain feel- 
ing of loneliness since the departure of Lucy and their friends. 

Elders Wilson and Lewis were much engrossed in the new field, and 
also sympathized with the above, from tiwe to time cheering them, having 
occasional converse and always prayer when visiting, to say nothing of 
anxious thought as to the family who had gone, soon after which occurrence 
the following conversation to»k place, no letter as yet having been re- 
ceived, for mutual agreement was made that this should be reserved until 
they arrived in Zion. 

Elders Wilson and Lewis had been guests that day, and after supper 
they were all enjoying the quietude of the evening when Mr. Binks 
suddenly said: 

Elder Wilson, my heart is full, 1 miss my daughter, I am lost without 
my old associates, and I must ask you about this gathering, or going so 
far from our native Jand, as if our Father were “a God afar off,” and we 
could not serve him here at home. 

ExLperR Wiison. Well, Mr. Binks, you of course know that “union is 
strength,” and it would seem that with such a program as the Gospel 
suggests, no success could be possible without very close combination. 

Mr. B. Possibly so, but religion is an individual matter, and no other 
organization seems to require such a step. 

Extper W. Quite right, no other church is burthened with a divine 
mission, nor do any claim to be in possession of present revelation, and 
without that, gathering could hardly be successful. 

Mr. B. Do you mean to say, then, that gathering was simply a 
revelation given through the Prophet and other Elders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? 

ELpEx W. Not so, for it was revealed to and through Paul, that in “the 
mystery of God’s will,” in “the dispensation of the fulness of time, he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth, even in him,” Eph. 1: 10, therefore, all repentant, 
obedient disciples who have heen “baptized into Christ” are included in 
this gathering dispensation. 

Mr. B. But is not that a spiritual gathering? Is there not one body— 
one Church, and one baptism ? 

Exper W. Yes, and there will be “one Kingdom,” of which the church 
is but the nucleus, to be revealed in the due time of the Lord. 

Mr. B. A Kingdom! Why, when I was a child, when as a lad I went 
to church, we always prayed, “Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed 
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be thy nawe, thy kingdom come, thy will be done upon the earth as tt ts in 
heaven.” 

E.tper W. Are there not two things needed, at least, for this con- 
summation; first, revelation from on high, then a beginning, and a con- 
tinuance of the same inspiring spirit, that all the afterwork may be well 
and efficiently done? } 

Mr. B. Why your argument reminds me of Brother White's old ar- 
gument, that “the Gospel is a Divine system for Divine ends”; but are 
you sure that all who gather have this idea? Are they working for such 
a far-reaching cause? Surely, then, my old talks were all preparatory, 
faith, repentance, baptism, the laying on of hands, and practical union 
with the Church were the stepping stones to the broader, grander work. 

Exper W. You have seen all this before, Brother Binks, but you have 
only half looked at the ultimate which demanded “the gathering together 
in one.” 

Me B. I found the Truth as far as I have gone, but Lucy’s exit has 
shown that Brother White was a better teacher than I was a pupil, or | 
should have been further advanced. 

Exper W. Have you, Mr. Binks, ever read Daniel’s vision in regard to 
the setting up by the God of H2aven of a Kingdom in the last days, which 
should never be destroyed . . . or left unto another people . 
but one that shall stand for ever? See Dan. 2: 44. 

Mr. B. Yes, I have read that years ago, but you know prophecies are 
not always clear, even to the learned, and as I remember the Gospel of 
the Kingdon. was preached in the days of Christ, and he said, “The King- 
dom of God is within you,” and this is what the ministers all say now. 

Exper W. The Kingdom was within the reach of these Pharasaical 
inquirers, they could have become the disciples of Christ, and entered 
therein by baptism, but the founder thereof, speaking at the same time to 
His disciples said, “Tne day will come when ye shall desire to see one of 
_ the days of the Son of Man, and ye will not see it.” Then referring to His 
second coming in power “in His day,” He declared that first he must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of that generation, Luke 17: 21, 22, 25, 
and eventually the Kingdom suffered violence, and the violent took it by 
force. Matt. 14: 12. 

Mr. B. These are evidently references to the Kingdom at different 
stages and ages, and only careful reading can determine which and when. 

ELpEa W. Then, of course, you remember the prophecy in Revelation, 
14: 6, 7, where the angel was to fly through the midst of Heaven “having 
the everlasting Gospel to preach unto all them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,” just prior to 
another angelic successor saying, “Babylon is fallen,” &c., all of which 
harmonizes with that misunderstood saying of the Savior, “And this 
Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations, and then shall the end come,” Matt. 14:14. This, how- 
ever, was to be preceded by persecution, by war, famine, pestilence and 
earthquakes in divers places, hence, to be delivered, the word has gone out, 
“Gather my saints together unto me who have made covenant with me 
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by sacrifice,” Psalm 50: 5; also after the restoration of “this Gospel of the 
Kingdom,” another voice was heard saying, “Come out of her my people 
- that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues.” Rev. 18: 4, &. 

Mr. B. [I have read all you have quoted, but probably not so skilfully 
combined it, and of myself probably never would. 

Exper W. The probabilities are that there will be two gatherings, one 
of Judah and Israel, to Palestine for the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and 
another for the building of that broader and grander Zion on the Western 
Continent, to which lost Israel will gather, for it is the land of promise as 
given to Joseph by inspiration under the hands of Jacob when he said, 
“Joseph ts a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well ; whose branches 
run over the wall: . . . The blessings of thy father have prevailed 
above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the ever- 
lasting hills,” Gen. 49: 22, 26, and in modern revelation, to those who accept 
it, there is abundant evidence that that is and has been intended for the 
gathering of Israel, who have been lost in the “dark and cloudy day.” 

Mr. B. There is so much that is new to me in this that I am not able to 
grasp it at present, although since baptism [ have felt a strange growing 
desire to go where the Saints are. I have not felt at home, my daughter 
and friends have gone, my kindred and old associates have withdrawn 
from me their old and pleasant greeting, and but for the Elders and the 
inquirers, I should feel “like a stranger in a strange land,” and this feeling 
is creeping on we almost against my will. 

Exper W. I have no doubt of that. You will be preaching the gather- 
ing before you know where you are, for you have been baptized into the 
Kingdom of God. , 

Mr. B. Am I to understand then, that the Kingdom of God has come? 

Exper W. It has surely come to you. You have obeyed its primary 
laws, you have received of its spirit, you are living above all ordinary 
human laws, and your life is already being hid with Christ in God. 

Mr. B. But I have not looked at it in that way. But is the Kingdom 
of God established on the earth as we prayed for it? 

Exper W. To you and me and thousands of others it has come as I have 
explained. It has not “come by observation,” it is not a power in or re- 
cognized of the earth, political sway and civil rule has not been reached, 
that is only on the way, for the time is to come “when every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ to the glory of God the 
Father,” and yet, His will will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Mr. B. What do you say to that, Mrs. Binks, you seem, naturally to 
give more thought to these things and understand them better than I do. 

Mrs. B. I have followed the Elder very carefully, and I am satisfied 
with his presentation. I believe in the gathering, and I know I am 
associated with the Church and Kingdom of God. 

Joun. I tell you, Pa, I have testimony to all this, and when they sneer 
at me and call me “a Mormon,” in the works, I only wish they felt as I 
feel, and know as lknow. It would be better for them than it is. I could 
talk to them for an hour. 
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Me B. (bewildered). Well, I have said before that my folks are “leav- 
ing me in the lurch,” but I want to be and do right; you all know that, and 
I can only say, “Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief!” 

Exper Lewis (who had been a silent listener). I am sure that Brother 
Binks is to be congratulated on the progress of his family. You are 
fast outgrowing your old ideas and traditions, and testimony by well- 
doing and patience will increase until you shall say, “It is enough!” 

Mr. B. I thank you, brethren, for the conversation of this evening. [ 
see plainly that if it were the Lord’s will, we could serve Him, be members 
of His Church, and do some good to those who would listen to us, but if 
He calls as He did Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house unto a land that [ will show thee,” 
we who are his, as the “Father of the faithful” surely can do as He did, 
and perchance we may become heirs to the same blessing. 

E.per W. We can all say, Amen to that, Brother Binks, and we can 
all rejoice because you have made the gathering principle your own by 
prayer and reflection, and if you have been separated from your daughter 
and friends, it will only be for your good, and we shall soon be hearing 
from them, your heart will be comforted, your wife and son will sym- 
pathize with you, and rejoice also at the prospect of deliverance and 
blessing which has been wrought out for you in the Gospel. 

Mr. B. You know, Elder Wilson, that we could pick up any time, when 
we are all assured that it is the will of the Lord, and we have no regrets up 
to date because of our conversion to the truth, or metnbership in the Church. 

EtpEer W. I am proud to hear you say that. God bas given you a good 
heart, a good wife, and a good son and daughter. He has led you to 
receive a good religion—His—and truly “His goodness and mercy have 
followed you all the days of your life!” : 

Mr. B. That is true, but I never apprehended it as I do now. 

Extper Lewis. It is pretty late, you have had a long talk, and we have 
some distance to go. Let us sing the Doxology. This was followed by 
prayer, and with warm thoughts the Elders were at the door. They 
“passed out into the night, and the family were again alone, yet not alone, 
for God was with them by His Holy Spirit.” 

[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


Dip WasHineton Dik a CaTHoLic!—The question whether the Duchess 
of Kent, the mother of Queen Victoria, died a Catholic has often been 
raised. Another interesting point of the same kind is now being discussed 
in the American Press. It has been brought forward by the Rev. Father 
Scully, S.J. A history of the early missions in the neighborhood of the 
home of “The Father of His Country” is in process of preparation; and 
in the course of the investigations there has been found to be generally 
extant among both the whites and negroes of the district a tradition that 
Washington was received into the Church on his death-bed by the Rev. 
Leonard Neale, 8.J., who afterwards became Archbishop of Baltimore, 
succeeding Bishop Carroll. The principle authority for the tradition at 
the present day is Miss Olivia Floyd, now seventy years of age. She 


